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Foreword
In Climb a Mountain, Pepper Blair shares two
hundred and fifty selected motivational
quotes from his progressive collection.
In almost any situation where one needs
motivational support to reach a goal, these
words will encourage, inspire, and give the
incentive for realizing that aim.
Included in this book are picture quotes that
are quickly spreading throughout Pinterest,
twitter, and other social media sites.
For additional reading, visit
www.love-pb-poetry.com

These links are to Pepper’s motivational
picture quotes within this book:
Climb a Mountain
Decisions
Autumn Splendor
Bridge to Tomorrow
Powerful Words
Respect a River
Ethereal Wings
Moment in the Sun
Have Patience
Nestlings
Count the Stars
Faith Has Grace
Heaven’s Disposition
Respect a Mountain

Room for Increase
Lofty Bloom
Mountaintops
Look Up
Inner Strength
Exercise Your Right
Timely Blossom
Hope

One of life's most defining moments is when we must
ask ourselves which is better--something worth living
for or something worth dying over.
***
A spirit most surely awaits, on the shores and in the
hills, that will enable those who say, ‘An ocean is
meant to be crossed and a mountain is there to be
climbed’.
***
It is not about individuals. On the contrary, when one
rounds the corner of life, he hands his baton to another
and the race goes on.

***
With just a look, with just a longing, a seeker can
kindle the heavens.
***
I covet wings more than crowns, for my dreams are of
flight, not of thrones.
***
Confidence is fuel for the journey to a dream.
***
There is nothing so hidden it can’t be discovered.
***
In areas of shades of gray, belief is all we really have.

Climb a Mountain

Anybody can stand atop a mountain, but few will climb
one.

I wouldn’t respect a canyon if I could leap to its other
side.
***
True pioneers not only blaze the way, they pave the way.
***
It is when the trees are bare that springtime plans its
blossoms.
***
Cut your lumber; build your boat; sail to the other side.
***
Blessed are the beginners, for they can still achieve
perfection.
***
Successes start in shades of gray and end up rich in colors.
***
Some would rather spend their lives along the sandy
shore than head to sea or toward the hills and dream
such dreams no more.
***
There is nothing more natural, more instinctual, more
God-ordained than standing on your own two feet.

Decisions

If you make the most of your decisions, time will likely prove
you chose right.

Why stop at foothills when there are mountains…or
shorelines when there are seas?
***
Inner strength is one of life’s most sought-after
intangibles.
***
A dawn can mean not only a new day, but a new
beginning.
***
Dreams blaze the trails to fulfillment.
***
I would rather be a dreamer than a sleeper.
***
Unbelief is tantamount to wrestling with your shadow.
***
There is little in life more self-evident than one hand’s
dedication to the other.
***
It is hard to move the movers of mountains.
***
Not blest with time, a dreamer established the base —
then his vision was raised up by others.

Autumn Splendor

It is when the leaves are green that autumn plans its splendor.

Harmonious fingers make for competent hands.
***
Impatience won’t hasten the sunrise.
***
Going against the wind has this advantage: your dust won’t
cloud your vision.
***
A dream is not a waste of time as long as it is followed.
***
Choose your mountains carefully. Summits are as high as you
can go.
***
Never fear the head winds, for they can lift your wings.
***
You are the skipper behind the windows to your soul. This is
your birthright. Your boat is your own.
***
If you want your day, then take it. If you want your way, then
make it.
***
Blest is a tree who dies in the fall and stands true to life till
the spring.

Bridge to Tomorrow

Today is our bridge to tomorrow, a span we walk for a lifetime.

Marching in the direction opposite a parade can prosper a
soul greatly.
***
We are often just a cork away from a sweet life-changing
wine.
***
When scaling a mountain, fellow climbers make the best
company.
***
Seekers make the best finders.
***
When something gives us honey, we tolerate its stinger.
***
The right word at the right time is a powerful medicine.
***
It is easier to pull a plow when you respect the one walking
behind.
***
Sometimes the sweetest freedoms are the ones we give
ourselves.
***
What young birds feel when they first take wing must change
their lives forever.

Powerful Words

Words can be so powerful, the right ones, spoken in succession,
can rival the symphony of a sunny day or the silence of a starfilled night.

Laurel wreaths and coronets inspire thoughts of crowns.
***
Even on dead seas, the heavenly winds can move us.
***
When it comes to mountains, though we can fall downward,
upward we must climb.
***
The music of the mountaintops cannot be heard on valley
floors.
***
The human spirit, untethered, can mingle and mix with the
stars.
***
Falling gracefully becomes easier with experience.
***
A true believer’s creed is written on his heart.
***
It is better to fail at success than succeed at failure.
***
They who cross the finish lines never really lose.
***
Oftentimes, when there is nothing left to say, there is still very
much to do.

Respect a River

I wouldn’t respect a river if I could wade to its other side.

There are times when ‘Onward’ is all we can say.
***
Perseverance is a prince among virtues.
***
Where the roads end, adventure begins.
***
Some ceilings are illusions, as airy as clouds.
***
Dreamers are both mariners and mountaineers at heart.
***
Weakness admires real strength and fearfulness honors true
courage.
***
Make effort to do your best, for it is then you can pride in the
end result.
***
When you stumble, catch yourself, for falls can skin the knees.
***
Always first enjoy the rainbows in your search for pots of
gold.
***
When you reach the other side, remember your steppingstones.

Ethereal Wings

We all have ethereal wings, but few have the courage to use
them.

Admire the skylark who, with song, celebrates the joy of
flight.
***
Those who do not wish to sink must swim or walk on water.
***
Dance your dance with such elan, the sky could fall
unnoticed.
***
Find your water first, before you build your house.
***
Faith in yourself can inspire miracles.
***
Life worth living is worth dying for.
***
If you can find a river, you can find the sea.
***
Live a life with a capital ‘L’.
***
Live like your life depends on it.
***
Desire is the first step toward attainment.
***
What seems at first a wilderness can be a promised land.

Moment in the Sun

Some must wait till evening for a moment in the sun.

Sometimes ‘getting there’ can mean walking through the
brambles.
***
Sometimes ‘being there’ can mean standing in the rain.
***
A mountain has heart for the trees that grow nearest to its
summit.
***
Those who have scars tell the best love/war stories.
***
Fulfillment is the sweetest fruit of effort.
***
Failures are just signposts on the roadway to success.
***
The harder the battle, the sweeter the win.
***
Courage lies somewhere between the backbone and the guts.
***
A word of grace begins the race on toward a sweet dessert.
***
A dream is a real kind of make-believe thing.
***
Only what a heart has ties to can pull at its very strings.

Have Patience

Have patience, little rosebud. Your bloom has just begun.

E-F-F-O-R-T is the way to spell reward.
***
A-C-T-I-O-N is the way to spell result.
***
Hope is the lilt in the beat of a heart.
***
Sometimes the best way to win is by inventing a new game.
***
The world loves a hero who bleeds, sweats, and weeps.
***
Winners know that true contenders never really lose.
***
Two reasons for flight are: the thrill of looking up and the
thrill of looking down.
***
Freed are they who find their wings on a brand-new breath of
life.
***
Those who dream of derring-do are knights-at-arms at heart.
***
Sometimes all it takes is a breakthrough.

Nestlings

Nestlings grow and dream of flying higher than the trees.

Rewards that come too easily are seldom worth the having.
***
A masterpiece is worth the bruises from a thousand flops.
***
A brand-new dream is a wonderful point of departure.
***
Some of life’s most important changes come from deep
within.
***
If you have strings, lose them; if you have wings, use them.
***
It’s not the canvas and the paint; it’s what you do with them.
***
Even if you spin your wheels now and then, you can still go
down the road.
***
There is no greater courage than that of conviction.
***
Live for a cause as long as you can. You can die for it only
once.
***
Time is the costliest of all things lost.

Count the Stars

Maybe it is best to count the stars, rather than number our
grains of sand, drops of rain, or even our own tears.

An important ingredient, in any cake, is effort.
***
Doing is fine. Doing well is even better.
***
Define your own success. Design your own fulfillment.
***
Believing in yourself takes the greatest faith of all.
***
Let no one fill your shoes. Wear them that well…or wear
them out.
***
’Always forward’ never chases its tail.
***
Fulfillment requires being true to yourself.
***
Even ‘the impossible’ should be forever sought.
***
There is no dome of glass, there are no bars between our
aspirations and the stars.
***
Earning is the highest form of getting.

Faith Has Grace

Faith has grace to keep us strong, when doubt would make us
weak.

Nothing is more down-to-earth than a garden full of dreams.
***
The most fulfilling peaks are reached by starting in the
valleys.
***
Push can make a snowball roll uphill.
***
Sometimes indifference can make all the difference.
***
The deeper the darkness, the brighter the dawn.
***
Failure is just triumph waiting for the finish line.
***
Forward is the way we learn to crawl. Upward is the way we
learn to climb.
***
Walking in the steps of others leaves no footprints of your
own.
***
Even heaven has to hand it to the souls who do their best.
***
Walks on water leave no footprints.

Heaven’s Disposition

The sun does not discriminate. The moon does not pass
judgment.

The thirst of disappointment makes the water of fulfillment
sweet.
***
There is room for a thousand dreams in the hope chest of a
heart.
***
The sea of life is big enough for all of us to make some waves.
***
At times we have to go around or go nowhere at all.
***
Sometimes one more little step can change the view
completely.
***
An occasional thorn is a small price to pay for a life among
the roses.
***
An occasional sting is a small price to pay for a life amid the
honey.
***
Change only comes when the powers that be are reduced to
the powers that were.
***
Seizing the future means freeing the past.
***
Nestlings dream, both day and night, of the miracle of flight.

Respect a Mountain

I wouldn’t respect a mountain if its summit came easy or quick.

Healing can simply mean blowing your nose and taking your
chin off your chest.
***
You know it is a calling when your heart and soul respond.
***
Hope can make a heart beat quicker, stronger, and again.
***
The spark who refuses to die can set the whole forest on fire.
***
Tomorrow only happens when we leave today behind.
***
Say it, and it becomes so. Write it, and it becomes history.
***
Its broken wing will better heal if the bird keeps looking up.
***
A little fire, then a little steam, is what it takes to get those
wheels in motion.
***
Believe in yourself and a star will start sparkling for you.
***
Those who give all are the victors at heart, while those who
give less are the losers.

Room for Increase

There are dreams and there are stars and there is room for
increase.

The end of the line can always be spliced.
***
Only those who come out of their shells can ever hope to
spread their wings and fly.
***
Convictions are the roots that keep a tree up in the wind.
***
Bless the souls who waste their lives on everything
worthwhile.
***
The sureness of a man makes him do strong things.
***
A night nestled in hope brings about a day full of promise.
***
Success is in the heart of the possessor.
***
Real strength lies within the marrow, deeper even than the
bone.
***
’Upward’ is the exhortation spoken by the gods.
***
The most passionate of all are those who overcome.

Lofty Bloom

It is the lowly stem that raises up the lofty bloom.

The effort of a man can testify to his character.
***
Teach your children rainbows. They will learn much more
than colors.
***
Release your fear and all of heaven will give up its silence.
***
Let no man define you. Show him what you are.
***
The peak of excellence is only reached through discipline.
***
Dreams begin with revelation and they end in grace.
***
A candle in the wind abides one breath at a time.
***
Dreams are the influencers of a life.
***
Doubters know not hope nor how to dream.
***
Dawn is tomorrow’s first gift.

Mountaintops

Mountaintops have snow so we can better leave our prints.

The sweet smell of success is omnipresent in the air.
***
Toil not in dirt that has been plowed, but work in fields anew.
***
With bridges there are fewer boundaries.
***
Devotion is the icing on the sweet cake of desire.
***
Candles in the wind must look ahead to calm tomorrows.
***
Finalizing victory is the sweetest kind of joy.
***
Life’s greatest victories are often rooted in defeat.
***
It only takes a single ray to start the change from night to
day.
***
When you hunger in life, get something cooking.
***
Strength is not measured in might alone, but as well in
perseverance.

Look Up

No one ever climbed a mountain looking down.

Lose yourself in something and you just might find yourself.
***
God gave us the moon to shoot for and the stars up above to
adore.
***
Fill your night with hope, and day will be your blessing.
***
Harvest teaches patience and the blessings of reward.
***
If what is in the heart is felt, it also will be lived.
***
Change is fine, but don’t quit being yourself.
***
One who has sailed through big storms is not as fearful of
high waves.
***
Sailing rough waters means getting the feet wet.
***
Before you break your shackles, plan your great escape.
***
Establish your dream on a concrete foundation.

Inner Strength

Inner strength can be the outcome of adversity.

Climbing mountains is a next to sacred thing to do.
***
Perseverance is the key to final victory.
***
Giving it your best includes a bead or two of sweat.
***
A bull’s-eye oftentimes is only one more shot away.
***
Morning is much more than just a time to watch the sun come
up.
***
Blossoms do not wait for spring; they make it spring.
***
Snowflakes do not wait for winter; they make it winter.
***
Gold leaves do not wait for autumn; they make it autumn.
***
Fireflies do not wait for summer; they make it summer.
***
Blessed are the rosebuds that open in the rain.
***
Not only is your life unique, your moments also stand alone.

Exercise Your Right

Exercise your right to tend the garden of your dreams.

Blessed are the songbirds that wake before the dawn.
***
A bird with broken wings can still sing angelically.
***
A nestling has a heaven-given right to spread its wings.
***
Patience brings reward in life, like the sun or rain.
***
It takes a lot of courage and grace to trek on from a steppingoff place.
***
Hearts in states of readiness are not so easily lost.
***
Nothing after ever tastes as sweet as first success.
***
Nothing brings a soul to life like something to believe in.
***
When we focus solely on the center, life gets blurrier around
the edges.
***
Keep right on being you, for no one else can do it.

Timely Blossom

Without the blessing which is time, a bud could never blossom.

In your dimmest times, remember light shines brightest in the
dark.
***
Dreams of conquest sometimes rise from nightmares of
surrender.
***
Though birds ‘can’ fly, their fame is that they ‘do’.
***
A butterfly is happiest outside of its cocoon.
***
Striving for perfection takes one nearer to that goal.
***
There’s never been a cloud so paramount it didn’t pass.
***
Hopes and dreams are fundamental assets.
***
Hopes and dreams are fundamental assets.
***
Faith innerves the coward in us all.
***
Saying so can oftentimes help make it so.
***
Sometimes it takes angelic wings to rise beyond our worldly
strings.

Hope

Hope, like sunshine, fades away, but too it also rises.

Hope for harvest only comes when seeds are in the ground.
***
Baby birds break from their shells into a life of freedom.
***
Sometimes all we really need is dusted down and oiled up.
***
Don’t let your last words be ‘I should have tried harder’.
***
Anything can shake us if the stakes are high enough.
***
Each moment is a chance in life to do things right the first
time.
***
Time and effort (plus some luck) can work amazing things.
***
Hope is a boundless euphoria.
***
Bless the diggers of the well, and may they drink first water.
***
In a world of conformity, a lone eagle is a rare bird.
***
The ending gets the glory to make or break the story.
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